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On the Characteristics and Origin of Pavilion Pagoda in Yungang Grottoes

CAO Yan
(Yungang Academy, Datong Shanxi, 037004)

Abstract: Yungang Grottoes are representative of the world’ s Buddhist grotto art in the 5th century. Among them, the pagoda

ig the most important Buddhist building and the pavilion pagoda accounts for the largest part. Through the analysis of the types of

Yungang pavilion pagodas, the characteristics of various pavilion pagodas are summarized. It shows that the origin of the pavilion

pagoda is related to the Gandhara pagoda, the wooden architecture of the Han Dynasty and the popular house shaped niches in Yun-

gang in the Northern Wei Dynasty.
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